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‘Big Data’ is big news. With recent developments and reports to regulators and president in the EU and US, the
implications of 2012’s tech flavour of the month, Big Data, are finally starting to generate serious inquiry -- and no
longer just because of its central role in the warrantless, suspicionless communications mass surveillance programs
revealed in 2013. This talk, aimed at both technologists and lawyers, examines key features of Big Data tools, discuss
recent opinions and reports from US and Europe, recap fundamental principles of personal information security and
privacy protection, illustrate the conflict between these and the current position and rhetoric of the Big Data industry,
and explore implications for “informed consent” as a basis for protecting personal information security and privacy.
Following David’s talk, there will be commentary from Dr Lyria Bennett Moses (Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Law) and
Holly Raiche (ACCAN, ISOC-AU).
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