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How do the two systems work

ACMA

e The co-regulatory scheme covers content on World Wide Web
sites, Usenet newsgroups, peer-to-peer file sharing applications,
live content and other types of content that can be accessed
online (including on the internet or on a mobile phone).

e Content is managed through the Codes of Practice, and ACMA
takes actions based on complaints.

e Prohibited & potentially prohibited content is “removed” if
hosted in Australia, or details are provided to filter providers if
the content is hosted overseas.
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Strengths and Weaknesses

Classification Board & Classification Review Board

Weaknesses:

* Volume of work prevents consideration of all matters (including
controversial matters) by the entire Board
0 potentially skewing the principle of a view of the broader
community, and
0 potentially affecting consistency

* Cooperative nature of the National Classification Scheme is
based on Commonwealth, States & Territories guarding closely
the powers they had separately before the scheme. Issues
arise regarding funding and policy development.
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Workload Data — 2.

Complaints regarding Online Content managed by ACMA

TOTAL* | Prohibit or Potential Prohibit or Take Down &
Prohibit Outcomes Potential Deletion Notices
Prohibit Items (Aust.)
2005-06 826 422 724 18
2006-07 602 262 499 5
2007-08 1122 475 796 12

*In each year the total number of complaints made is greater than those actioned
due to carry-over from previous years, invalid complaints and complaints
terminated due to insufficient information.

Approximately 75-8-% of complaints were completed in each year.
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Workload Data — 3.

Comparison Prohibited v Potentially Prohibited

ACMA Reported as *Classification Difference —i.e.
Prohibited or Board Classified RC, | Determined by ACMA to
Potentially X18+, R18+ or be Potentially
Prohibited MA15+ Prohibited
2005-06 422 15 407
2006-07 262 17 245
2007-08 475 7 468

*MA15+ content was not included in prohibited or potentially prohibited content
in 2005-06 and 2006-07.










